94                                  FOR PACIFISTS
Q. As a result of your experiment during the past
five months, do you feel that the principle of non-violence
can yet be triumphant in the solution of the world's pro-
blems ?
A. My five months in Noakhali have only confirmed
my previous experience that non-violence can solve all
our ills.
Harijan, 8-6-47
28
DEMOCRACY
Democracy to be true should cease to rely upon the
army for anything whatsoever. It will be a poor demo-
cracy that depends for its existence on military assistance.
Military force interferes with the free growth of the mind.
It smothers the soul of man.
Harijan, 9-6-'46
Science of war leads one to dictatorship pure and
simple. Science of non-violence can alone lead one to pure
democracy.
Harijan, 15-10-'38
Democracy and violence can ill go together. The
States that are today nominally democratic have either to
become frankly totalitarian or, if they are to become truly
democratic, they must become courageously non-violent.
It is a blasphemy to say that non-violence can only be
practised by individuals and never by nations which are
composed of individuals.
Harijan, 12-ll-'38
Q. Why do you say, " Democracy can only be saved
through non-violence ? " (The questioner is an American
friend.)